
When the pandemic curtailed most parish activities in March, 2020, sending the Saint Rose staff
home, Brigid Kostka had just been hired four months earlier as administrative assistant in the office.
Not the best way to start a new job. Or was it?

"I really came to appreciate being here at that time," says Brigid. "It was a challenged to figure out
how to keep growing our faith at a time when everything was shutdown. For all of us-- staff and
parishioners-- we had to ask ourselves what was the best way to maintain and deepen our faith. It was
an opportunity to merge the realities of living 'distantly' while trying to be 'present' to this
community, to my extended family and to my faith life."

She says coming back into church work "is a welcome return to my roots, in the sense of providing
hospitality and support to a faith community. It's an exciting time to be at Saint Rose--our school is
flourishing and there is a sense of gaining momentum and anticipation for the future of ministry and
evangelization here. I am so blessed to be part of it."

Brigid's duties include greeting people ("the best part"), connecting people, solving problems,
communicating, and providing technical assistance to staff on tools and software.

Brigid grew up in the western suburbs of the Twin Cities, graduates from Osseo High School and
after two years at a community college attended St. Cloud State University. She receibed a B.A. in
quantitative methods and information systems. Brigid also has an M.S. degree in software design and
development from the University of St. Thomas. Prior to Saint Rose she worked at Burlington
North Santa Fe Railroad, Saint Mark's parish and school, and St. Catherine University. 

As members of Saint Mark's, Brigid and her husband Chuck were very active school and parish
volunteers. One of her major accomplishments was redefining the school marathon into a service
day, and organizing about 300 people into teams to go out and do good deeds. "I like to help people
build relationships, especially children with older adults," she says. 

Brigid Kostka- Parish Staff

Other things to know about Brigid: 
• Brigid was selling St. Patrick's Day buttons when she met Chuck at a local
Irish establishment. He didn't buy one, but they did exchange phone numbers
and have been married for 25 years. They have two adult daughters. 
• Away from work Brigid is a developing painter. Her specialty-- and Chuck's--
is painting on black canvas. "Instead of just putting down a color on a white
canvas, it's so cool to see color emerging out of the black," she says. Brigid also
enjoys spending time in her flower garden and during 202 she started learning
how to play the cello. "I've always wanted to 'feel' music through a cello and
wanted something positive to remember from the time of COVID. 
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